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“A single point of contact connecting people and organizations 
on pharmaceutical and global health issues”



Engaging with United Nations 

and International Organizations



Bridging between industry 

and global health community



Evolution of clinical studies: 

Number of registered studies since 2000



Overview of studies in the world



North/South research

collaborations

Complexity of clinical research in LMICs due to 

social, economic and cultural factors (e.g. vulnera-

bility of patients, health systems and weak or non-

existing ethics research committees)

Research-based pharmaceutical industry has a 

strong interest to do the right thing and to uphold 

strong ethical standards, as it does not want to 

jeopardize the billions of dollars it puts into its 

research activities with image damaging, unethical 

practices.



North/South research

collaborations

There have been cases in the past, in which the 

accountable people did not act as we would have hoped. 

Industry is aware of this and is working on new solutions.

• Collaboration with various stakeholders to leverage 

different skills to find the best solutions together, 

industry wants to have a seat at the table

• No easy solutions due to dilemmas on pricing, access, 

etc. that are handled differently in different companies. 

Pharma is not one block of conservative people, but 

agents of progress, responsible people who are 

committed to address dilemmas (being transparent 

about it is the first step)



Trust in pharma 



Solutions: Example
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Launched in January 2014

4 Overarching Principles

• Put patients first

• Support for Ethical Research and Innovation

• Ensure Independence and Ethical Conduct

• Promote Transparency and Accountability



Solutions: Example

IFPMA Code of Practice 

2012 revision includes new provisions 

on clinical research and transparency

 Commitment to disclose clinical trial information via 

registries/databases and to publicize clinical trial results 

in the scientific literature (IFPMA Joint Positions with 

supranational associations)

 Obligation for all human subject research to have 

legitimate scientific purpose (as opposed to disguised 

promotion)

2018 revision will evolve away from conventional, rules-based 

code towards principles-based document, that will also include 

ethical behaviour in clinical trials (e.g. protect the rights and 

safety of the clinical trial subjects, engage 3rd parties with 

integrity)



Solutions: Example

• Improved Consent Process

• Ethics Audit of 3rd parties to ensure accountability of industry 

until the end 

• Company-internal Bio-Ethics Committees to discuss medical 

ethics issues

• Etc.
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